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THE BEST INVESTMENT
Bank Savings, Bitcoin, Gold, or the Kingdom of God?

When someone has money beyond their immediate needs, an inevitable question
arises: where should I invest it?

For generations, many people simply placed their savings in the bank. Others
bought real estate or gold. In recent decades, new financial instruments have
emerged, and among them, few have captured as much attention as Bitcoin.

Thus, a contemporary question could be framed this way:

If I had a certain amount available today, would it be better to put it into bank
savings, buy gold, invest in Bitcoin, or invest in the Kingdom of God?

At first glance, this might seem like a strange comparison. After all, savings, gold,
and Bitcoin belong to the economic world, whereas the Kingdom of God belongs
to the spiritual realm. However, Jesus spoke repeatedly about money, possessions,
riches, investments, and treasures because He knew that what we do with our
resources reveals much about what we value.

""For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."” Matthew 6:21

The question, therefore, is not simply: "Which investment yields the highest
return?"”

Perhaps the deeper question is: "What kind of return am I looking for, security,
wealth generation, asset preservation, or an investment that transcends the

boundaries of this life?"
1. Bank Savings, Security, Liquidity, and Low Return

For millions of people, the bank remains the primary place to store money. There
is a good reason for this: security and immediate access to funds.

In the United States, as of September 23, 2026, the average rate for a standard
savings account was approximately 0.64% per year, while some high-yield
accounts, known as High-Yield Savings Accounts, were paying close to 4% per
year.
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This means, roughly speaking, that $10,000 kept for one year would yield:

Investment Type Approximate Rate Annual Gain on $10,000
Average Bank Savings = 0.64% $64

High-Yield Savings

0
Account 4% $400

These numbers are purely illustrative based on prevailing rates; bank yields
fluctuate over time.

The primary advantage lies in capital protection. In the United States, eligible
deposits in FDIC-insured banks are generally protected up to $250,000 per
depositor, per insured bank, for each ownership category.

Therefore, for an emergency fund or money that might be needed quickly, a good
bank account continues to serve an important function.

Its limitation, however, becomes apparent when considering inflation. If the cost of
living grows faster than the interest earned, we nominally own more dollars, but
our real purchasing power diminishes. Savings accounts are excellent for
protecting liquidity, but they are not always efficient for multiplying wealth.

Interestingly, the Bible does not condemn financial planning. On the contrary:
"The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance.” Proverbs 21:5

Christian prudence does not mean spending everything immediately. It involves
planning, provision, and responsibility.

2. Gold, The Ancient Safe Haven of Value

Long before modern banks, stock exchanges, or cryptocurrencies existed, gold
represented wealth.

Empires disappeared.

Currencies were replaced.

Governments changed.

Inflation destroyed the purchasing power of numerous currencies.
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Gold, however, remained recognized as a store of value.

On September 23, 2016, a troy ounce of gold was worth approximately $1,337.61.
Ten years later, on the morning of September 23, 2026, gold was valued at
approximately $4,311.70 per ounce.

This represents an increase of roughly 222% over ten years. In other words:
$10,000 invested in gold in September 2016 would equal approximately $32,200 in
September 2026, excluding taxes, storage costs, fees, bid-ask spreads, and other
transaction expenses. Over that specific decade, this equates to a compound annual
growth rate near 12.4%.

The World Gold Council also notes that since the end of the dollar's convertibility
into gold in 1971, the price of gold in dollars has delivered an annualized growth
rate of nearly 9% over more than half a century.

Naturally, this does not mean gold rises every year. There are periods of decline,
stagnation, and sharp volatility.

Furthermore, gold possesses a key characteristic: it does not generate income on
its own.

o A bank account pays interest.

o A company distributes profits.

« Real estate yields rental income.

« But a bar of gold remains a bar of gold.

Its return depends entirely on the appreciation of the metal itself. For this reason,
historically, many investors utilize gold primarily for asset preservation and
protection against crises rather than as an income-generating asset.

3. Bitcoin, Extraordinary Returns, Extraordinary Risk
Then we arrive at the asset that completely transformed this comparison: Bitcoin.

On September 23, 2016, one Bitcoin was worth approximately $602.84. Exactly
ten years later, at 10:00 AM on September 23, 2026, its price hovered near
$85,686.

This means that within this specific ten-year window, Bitcoin multiplied its value
approximately 142 times. Hypothetically, $10,000 invested in Bitcoin in
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September 2016 would have grown to approximately $1,421,000. Its cumulative
growth exceeded 14,000%, representing a compound annual growth rate near 64%
over that timeframe. Very few known assets have performed comparably.

However, this is precisely where we must avoid a common mistake: past
performance is not indicative of future returns.

The same Bitcoin that produced fortunes also caused massive losses for individuals
who bought at historic peaks and sold during market downturns. In September
2026, for example, despite its strong ten-year historical appreciation, Bitcoin was
still approximately 23.5% below its price from one year prior, according to data
published on that date.

The SEC and the official portal Investor.gov have warned for years that
investments linked to Bitcoin carry unique risks, including extreme volatility,
security risks, and the absence of traditional bank deposit protections.

This 1s a vital lesson: an asset can perform extraordinarily over a ten-year horizon
while simultaneously producing severe losses during a specific year, month, or
week. Bitcoin does not belong to the same risk category as an insured bank
account, and any investor must understand that distinction.

4. Side-by-Side Comparison

We can summarize the three assets as follows:

Feature Ban.k Gold Bitcoin
Savings
. . Security / Asset Preservation / High-Risk
Primary Objective . . . Capital
Liquidity Diversification
Growth
Volatility Very Low Moderate Very High
Potential for High .
Appreciation Low Moderate Very High
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Bank

Feature . Gold Bitcoin
Savings
. . Low (in
Potential for Major insured Exists Very High
Losses
accounts)
Yields Interest / Yes No No
Income

On eligible

FDIC Coverage deposits No No
Value of $10,000 : B
Invested 10 Yrs N/A (variable ¢35 200 = $1.42
Ago* rates) Million

*Comparison of gold and Bitcoin uses approximate prices from September 23,
2016, and September 23, 2026. Excludes taxes, fees, or transaction costs.

If we analyze exclusively past financial returns over those ten years, Bitcoin won
easily. If we analyze safety and stability, the bank account wins. If we analyze
historical wealth preservation, gold displays unique characteristics.

Yet, one investment remains, the very one Jesus emphasized most.
5. Investing in the Kingdom of God
Jesus presented a fundamentally different approach:

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth... but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven." Matthew 6:19-20

Notice that Jesus was not merely discussing economics; He was addressing
eternity.

« Money deposited in the bank belongs to the earthly economy.

« Gold belongs to the earthly economy.

« Bitcoin belongs to the earthly economy.

« Homes, businesses, stocks, and properties also belong to the earthly
economy.
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All of them have practical utility. All of them can disappear. And all of them end,
at the latest, when our life ends.

Investment in the Kingdom of God operates in a different dimension. When
someone uses their resources to proclaim the Gospel, feed the needy, train
missionaries, disciple new believers, support families, sustain local churches, care
for children, assist people in crisis, or provide ministry training, that money is not
just changing bank accounts. It is producing a lasting impact on human lives.

Imagine contributing to help a missionary reach a distant community:

A person hears the Gospel and is converted.

Their family is reached.

Their children grow up knowing Christ.

Others are discipled, and a church is planted.

Decades later, hundreds of lives have been transformed.

SN W=

What is the rate of return on that investment? No stock exchange in the world 1s
capable of calculating it.

6. Kingdom Economics Works Differently

Paul wrote: "Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 2 Corinthians 9:6

This text should not be twisted into a formula for personal enrichment. The Bible
does not teach: "Give a hundred dollars to God and He will be forced to return a
thousand." That turns generosity into financial speculation.

The context of 2 Corinthians 9 centers on generosity, heart attitude, and caring for
others. Paul continues: "God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

Therefore, the Christian motivation is not to bargain with God, but to recognize:
"Everything I have comes from God, so I want to steward a portion of what He
entrusted to me toward that which carries eternal value."

Paul echoes this idea in 1 Timothy 6:17-19, instructing those with wealth to be
generous and ready to share, thereby storing up for themselves "a good foundation
for the future."” This is investment language—but the portfolio is eternal.
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7. What Happens When We Invest in the Kingdom?
Consider the difference:

« When you buy gold, you own gold.
« When you buy Bitcoin, you own Bitcoin.
« When you deposit money in the bank, you hold money plus accrued interest.

But when you invest in the Kingdom, your resources can turn into:

« A Bible in the hands of someone who never had one;
o A family receiving relief in a crisis;

« A missionary arriving in an unreached city;

« A chaplain trained to comfort people in despair;

« A young person being discipled;

« A local church being established;

« A soul finding salvation in Christ;

« A hungry child receiving food;

« A broken marriage being restored;

o A desperate individual finding hope.

After the money is spent, it may no longer appear in your account balance, but its
fruit endures. That is precisely why Jesus taught:

"But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” Matthew 6:33
8. Should Christians Abandon Financial Investments?

No. That would be the opposite extreme. The Bible does not advocate financial
irresponsibility.

Jesus spoke about counting the cost before starting a project: "For which of you,
desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost?" Luke 14:28

Scripture also commands family responsibility: "But if anyone does not provide
for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the
faith.” 1 Timothy 5:8

Therefore, financial planning, saving, investing, and preparing for emergencies do

not contradict faith. The danger arises when we stop possessing money and money
starts possessing us.
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Jesus warned: "You cannot serve God and money." Matthew 6:24

The distinction lies in the word serve. Money can be an excellent tool, but it makes
a terrible master.

9. A Purpose-Driven Portfolio

A biblical approach to stewardship involves balancing our resources across four
key areas:

1. Protect: Maintain an emergency fund for immediate responsibilities and
unexpected needs.

2. Plan: Invest prudently for future obligations, retirement, family, and long-
term projects.

3. Diversify: Recognize that every financial asset carries risk and avoid
recklessly concentrating all capital in a single place.

4. Sow: Intentionally dedicate resources to spiritual and humanitarian efforts—
church, missions, evangelism, discipleship, benevolence, and God's
Kingdom.

In this way, we do not have to choose between financial wisdom and biblical
generosity; we can practice both. The real question becomes:

How much of what God placed in my hands is serving only my present life, and
how much is producing fruit that will endure beyond me?

10. The Investment Unseen on Bank Statements
Imagine two individuals:

o The first dies leaving millions accumulated. Their final financial statement
reflects exceptional wealth accumulation.

o The second accumulated less because, throughout their lifetime, they
supported missionaries, helped those in need, invested in training leaders,
evangelized communities, discipled families, and actively participated in the
expansion of the Gospel.

Who left behind the greater legacy?

The financial system can calculate the net worth of the first person. Only God can
fully measure the true net worth of the second.
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Jesus illustrated this in the parable of the rich man who built bigger barns to store
his bumper harvest. He believed he was financially secure for years to come.

But God said to him, "Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?" Luke 12:20

Jesus concluded: "So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich
toward God." Luke 12:21

Notice that the problem was not having a bountiful harvest; the problem was
possessing abundance without an eternal perspective.

What Is the Best Investment?

If the question is: "Which of these investments produced the highest financial
return over the last ten years?"

« In the comparison above, the historical answer is Bitcoin.

If the question is: "Where can I keep capital with high liquidity and low risk?"
o Aninsured bank account serves that function best.

If the question is: "Which asset has a millennia-long history as a wealth store?"
« Gold possesses exceptional historical characteristics.

However, if the question is: "Which investment produces fruit that endures
long after my bank account, properties, and earthly life end?"

o Then we enter another realm entirely.

The Kingdom of God has no daily price ticker. It does not trade on the stock
market. It cannot be bought or sold, nor does it have a performance chart. Its yield
cannot be measured simply in dollars. Its return appears in transformed lives, souls
reached, needs fulfilled, the Gospel proclaimed, disciples made, and eternal fruit.

Perhaps that is why Jesus did not say, "Have no resources on earth." Instead, He
said: "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.”" Matthew 6:20

The fundamental issue is not merely how much wealth we manage to accumulate,
but what we do with what God has entrusted to us.
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One day, every earthly investment will be left behind:

The bank account will stay.
The gold will stay.

o The Bitcoin will stay.

The properties will stay.

Only what was done for God will endure in His presence.

Therefore, the best investment is not simply the one that generates the highest
financial balance. The best investment is the one whose results continue long after
our life on earth is finished. And in that realm, no currency, no precious metal, and
no technology can compete with an investment made in the Kingdom of God.

Economic Sources Consulted

Data consulted as of September 23, 2026: Bankrate for savings account yields;
FDIC for deposit insurance limits; Kitco and historical market data for gold
pricing; CoinMarketCap/Fortune for historical and current Bitcoin metrics, World
Gold Council for long-term gold performance,; Investor.gov/SEC for regulatory
guidance on Bitcoin risks.

Note: The figures presented serve educational and comparative purposes. Past
performance does not guarantee future results, and financial decisions should
consider individual objectives, time horizons, taxes, liquidity needs, and risk
tolerance.

Pastor Paul Rech
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