The Three Classrooms of Life

Pain, Observation, and Wisdom
How to learn without bleeding, by Pastor Paul Rech

There are three classrooms that shape almost every human life. The first is the
classroom of our own mistakes. The second is the classroom of other people’s
mistakes, examples we should not follow. The third is the classroom of
knowledge, what we learn before the crisis, before the fall, before the damage.

All three can teach us something true. But they do not cost the same.

The first two classrooms often demand tuition in the currency of harm: broken
trust, wasted years, spiritual drift, financial loss, relational wounds, and
consequences that do not disappear simply because we feel sorry. The third
classroom, knowledge, costs discipline and humility, but it usually saves us from
unnecessary pain.

In a world that celebrates “learning the hard way,” Scripture offers a better path:
“Get wisdom, get understanding” (Pr 4:5). Not because life can be lived without
trials, but because many wounds are optional. Many disasters are preventable.
Many falls begin with a small, ignored warning.

Classroom One: Learning Through My Own Mistakes

There is no teacher as persuasive as personal regret. Some lessons only become
real after we experience the loss. We can be warned a hundred times about pride,
impatience, careless speech, or secret sin, but when the consequence finally lands,
we “wake up.”

The Bible does not pretend this classroom is imaginary. It is real, and God can
redeem it. Peter’s failure is one of the clearest examples: bold promises, then
denial, then bitter tears and later, restoration and maturity (Lk 22:31-34; Lk 22:61—
62; Jn 21:15-17). David’s moral collapse brought severe consequences, yet God
used even that brokenness to produce deep repentance and sober leadership (2 Sm
12:9-14; SI1 51:10-12).

So yes, God can teach us through our mistakes. He can rebuild what we damaged.

He can correct our direction. He can turn a painful chapter into wisdom for the
next season.
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But we must also admit something uncomfortable: many of the consequences we
suffer did not need to happen. Sometimes we call it “experience,” when in fact it
was avoidable loss.

The question is not whether God can redeem our failures. He can. The question is
why we keep choosing the most expensive classroom when a safer one is available.

Classroom Two: Learning Through the Mistakes of Others

This is one of God’s mercies: He allows us to learn without repeating the same
disaster. Scripture itself is filled with cautionary examples, real people, real
decisions, real consequences, written so we can grow wise.

Paul says it plainly: “These things happened to them as examples... written down
for our instruction” (1 Co 10:11). In other words, God placed warning signs in
history.

The wise person does not mock those signs. The wise person reads them and says,
“Lord, keep me from that path.”

Lucifer: A Warning That Can Save Us

Few examples are more sobering than the fall of Lucifer. The Bible describes a
spiritual being who was not created evil, yet became corrupted by pride, an inner
rebellion that eventually produced outward ruin.

The prophetic imagery in passages like Is 14:12—15 and Ez 28:12—17 has a broader
historical setting, but it has long been read by many as also reflecting a deeper
spiritual reality: pride, self-exaltation, and a fall from a high place. Jesus said, “/
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Lk 10:18). And Paul warns leaders not
to be spiritually inflated, “or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into
the condemnation of the devil” (1 Tm 3:6).

What is Lucifer’s mistake, in essence?

o He confused gift with entitlement.

« He confused position with identity.

o He pursued elevation instead of worship.

« He wanted a throne rather than the presence of God.
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The tragedy is not merely that he fell; it is how he fell, through pride that likely felt
reasonable to him in the moment. Pride rarely announces itself as pride. It often
wears the costume of “I deserve,” “I know better,” “I am above correction,” I
don’t need accountability.”

Lucifer’s story is an example not to follow, but it can become a positive learning
example when we let it train our instincts:

« When my heart craves recognition more than faithfulness, I should stop.

o When I resist correction, I should pause and pray.

« When I begin to see people as tools rather than souls, I should repent.

« When ministry becomes a stage instead of a service, I should return to the
fear of the Lord.

If Pride destroyed angels. It can certainly destroy us, humans.
Classroom Three: Learning Through Knowledge

Now we come to the least dramatic classroom, and often the most neglected,
learning through knowledge.

Knowledge is not merely information. In biblical language, wisdom is skill for
living. It is truth applied. It is the humility to learn before you crash.

Scripture repeatedly celebrates this path:

“The simple believes everything, but the prudent gives thought to his steps”
(Pr 14:15).

o “The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer
for it” (Pr 22:3).

o “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (S1 119:105).

o “Let the wise hear and increase in learning” (Pr 1:5).

Knowledge, biblical, practical, disciplined, often prevents harm. It does not remove
every storm, but it reduces the number of storms caused by our own foolishness.

And if you want a vivid example of knowledge preventing harm, we do not need to
look far. We can look to the cockpit.
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The Pilot and the Checklist: A Sermon Without a Pulpit

Aviation has given the world one of the clearest pictures of disciplined wisdom:
the checklist.

A good pilot does not rely on confidence, emotion, or memory alone. A good pilot
respects reality. Aviation is too unforgiving for casual assumptions. Procedures
exist because the sky does not negotiate with pride.

The checklist is, in many ways, a confession: “I am human. I can miss something.
So I will submit to a process that protects life.”

That is not weakness. That is maturity.

The checklist transforms knowledge into safety. It takes what we know, fuel, flaps,
instruments, weather, weight and balance, communications, runway conditions,
and forces it into a repeatable discipline.

And notice: the checklist is not usually written because everything goes wrong
every time. It is written because one missed step can be enough.

In life, many tragedies are not caused by one huge evil choice. They are caused by
a chain of small neglects:

« Skipping prayer becomes living without discernment.
« Ignoring counsel becomes walking alone.

« Hiding sin becomes hardening the conscience.

« Feeding pride becomes despising accountability.

« “Just this once” becomes a pattern.

Aviation teaches us a holy lesson: you do not wait for the emergency to become
disciplined. You train discipline so that when the emergency comes, you are not
inventing wisdom on the spot.

Spiritually speaking, Scripture gives us “checklists” not to restrict joy, but to
preserve life.

A Spiritual Checklist That Prevents Harm
Consider how the Bible repeatedly calls believers to practices that function like

preflight discipline:
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« Examine yourself (2 Co 13:5).

o Guard your heart (Pr 4:23).

« Be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger (Jas 1:19).
« Confess and forsake sin (1 Jn 1:9; Pr 28:13).

« Seek wise counsel (Pr 11:14).

o Walk in humility (1 Pt 5:5-6).

« Put on the whole armor of God (Ef 6:10-18).

These are not religious decorations. They are safety systems. They are wisdom for
the soul.

Why We Resist Knowledge
If knowledge prevents harm, why do so many refuse it?
Often because knowledge requires something our flesh dislikes: submission.

Knowledge means admitting we are not the final authority. It means letting
Scripture correct us. It means learning from people who have walked longer than
we have. It means receiving a rebuke without treating it like an insult. It means
accepting that feelings are real, but they are not always reliable instruments.

Pride says, “I don’t need a checklist.”
Wisdom says, “I value life too much to skip it.”

This 1s why Lucifer’s mistake remains relevant. Pride is not merely a character
flaw; it is a self-deception that convinces a person they can bypass reality. And
reality always collects its payment.

The Goal Is Not to Avoid All Pain, It Is to Avoid Unnecessary Pain

Let me be clear: not all suffering is avoidable. Some pain is the cost of living in a
broken world. Some trials are assigned, not chosen. Jesus Himself suffered while
doing everything right.

But Scripture consistently urges us to avoid the suffering that is produced by folly.
“Do not be deceived... whatever one sows, that will he also reap” (Gl 6:7). Many
people beg God for a harvest they did not plant, while ignoring the seeds they keep
sowing.

God is merciful. But mercy is not permission to remain careless.
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A Closing Word for the Reader

If you are reading this with fresh regret, your own mistake, your own wound, do
not despair. God restores. Christ redeems. Repentance is real, and grace is not a
slogan. “A broken and contrite heart... you will not despise” (S1 51:17).

But if you are reading this before the fall, before the consequence, before the
damage, then receive it as a gift.

Choose the best classroom.

o Learn from your mistakes, but do not romanticize them.

o Learn from the mistakes of others, and do not repeat what God has already
exposed.

o Learn from knowledge, Scripture, counsel, training, wisdom, so you can
avoid harm and preserve what matters most.

Lucifer’s fall warns us: pride destroys.
The pilot’s checklist reminds us: disciplined humility saves.

And Scripture calls us to the path that leads to life: “Teach me your way, O
LORD... unite my heart to fear your name” (Sl 86:11).
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